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AUDITION PACKET


AGE REQUIREMENT:   3 years old – 21 years old
AUDITION DATES: January 8th and 10th  @ 6PM
LOCATION: French Creek Community Theatre Rehearsal Space 287 1/2 Chestnut St. Meadville PA 16335
PARTICIPATION FEE:  None 
        NOTE: There may be some individual costume expenses. All parents/guardians are expected to volunteer to help with the production.
REHEARSALS:  TBA beginning in January dependent on Cast availability. Sunday (all cast) and either Monday or Tuesday (leads).
TECH WEEK:	Beginning Sunday, March 19th - 23rd 6pm – 9pm, and March 26th - 6:00 – 9:00 pm
PERFORMANCES:	March 31st, April 1st & 2nd 
CAST WEBSITE: www.fcctheatre.com/cast (calendar, contact info, rehearsal aids, and more)
AUDITION REQUIREMENTS:
· Complete an Audition Form and turn it in at or before your audition.    
· Review the calendar in this packet and note any prior commitments that might prevent you from attending rehearsals or performances on the conflict sheet.
· No experience necessary.  Anyone who auditions for a show will be part of the cast, and even if you cannot participate in the audition, you can still be in the ensemble if you are interested.
· If you specifically do not want a singing or speaking role, please note “chorus only” on your audition sheet. You can sing with the group and you do not have to cold read.  If you are only comfortable only singing OR speaking, please note that.  This does not guarantee the opportunity for a solo role.
· If you are interested in a role; be prepared to sing and/or act.  
· If you would like a role that involves speaking, you will be asked to read from the script.
· If you would like a role that involves singing, you will need to sing solo.  Please prepare the song below.  An accompanist track will be provided. If you aren’t comfortable learning this song on your own you may sing “happy birthday”




Synopsis 
Based on one of Hans Christian Andersen's most beloved stories and the classic animated film, Disney's The Little Mermaid is a hauntingly beautiful love story for the ages. With music by eight-time Academy Award winner, Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman and Glenn Slater and a compelling book by Doug Wright, this fishy fable will capture your heart with its irresistible songs, including "Under the Sea," "Kiss the Girl" and "Part of Your World."
Ariel, King Triton's youngest daughter, wishes to pursue the human Prince Eric in the world above, bargaining with the evil sea witch, Ursula, to trade her tail for legs. But the bargain is not what it seems, and Ariel needs the help of her colorful friends, Flounder the fish, Scuttle the seagull and Sebastian the crab to restore order under the sea.
Disney's The Little Mermaid offers a fantastic creative opportunity for rich costumes and sets, as well as the chance to perform some of the best-known songs from the past 30 years.

Character Breakdown

Ariel—(Female) A little mermaid who longs to be human. Strong vocalist who must be able to convey meaning
through gesture and movement. Vocal Range: Soprano Bb3-Eb5
Prince Eric—(Male) An adventurous Prince who capture’s Ariel’s heart. Strong actor and vocalist. Vocal
Range: Tenor Bb3-Eb5
Sebastion—(Either) a meticulous and anxious crab who tries to keep Ariel safe. Strong singer and actor who
can develop a Caribbean accent. Vocal Range: Strong Mix-Belt B3-D5
Flounder—(Either) Ariel’s sincere and sensitive best friend who is loyal to the end. Spunky actor and singer.
Vocal Range: G3-Db5
Scuttle—(Either) A loudmouthed, optimistic seagull who is in ‘expert’ in human artifacts. Strong Character
Voice and movement. Tap Experience a plus. Vocal Range: Tenor/Alto C3-G4
King Triton—(Male) Ariel’s commanding and over-protective Father. Vocal Range: Tenor Ab2-F4
Mersisters—(Female) Ariel’s sisters: Aquata, Andrina, Arista, Atina, Adella, Allana. Must be able to create a
unique personalities and potentially character voices. Should be strong dancers. Vocal Range: Varies
Ursula—(Female) Manipulative sea witch who tries to overthrow King Triton. Strong Actress and Vocalist
with character voice. Vocal Range: Mezzo-Soprano Belt C4-C#5
Flotsam/Jetsam—(Either) The oily and spineless eel lackeys to Ursula. Strong character movement. Vocal
Range: Varies
Grimsby—(Either) Prince Eric’s stuffy British guardian. Strong comedic actor willing to learn British accent.
Vocal Range: C3-C4
Chef Louis—(Either) French Palace chef with a diabolical side. Strong comedic actor and singer, willing to
learn a French Accent. Vocal Range: Bb2-A4
Carlotta—(Female) Headmistress of the palace, maternal figure toward Ariel. Non-singing.
6 Princesses—(Female) Try to win the heart of Prince Eric. Strong vocalists. Vocal Ranges: Vary
Pilot—(Either) Head sailor on Prince Eric’s ship, who likes to entertain the sailors with wild tales. Strong
vocalist, large solo. Vocal Range: Bb3-C4
Seahorse—(Either) Court herald for King Triton. Non-singing. Featured acting role.
Human Ensemble: Sailors, Chefs (8), Maids (4), Princesses (6)
Tentac-gulls Ensemble: Ursula’s Tentacles, Sea Gulls
Sea Creatures Ensemble: Sea Creatures, Merfolk






FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Casting FAQ’s:

Who makes the casting decisions?
Casting is decided by the director(s) with input from the board of directors. We work together as a collaborative team to make our casting as fair as possible.  Roles are given based on past experience with FCCT, ability, and availability.

How are casting decisions made?  
Casting priority is given to students who have performed with FCCT in the past, especially those who are close to graduating from high school.  We attempt to make sure that all of our performers get at least one leading role at some point in their time with FCCT and often the shows themselves are chosen by our older performers with specific roles already precast.

When will the cast list be released?
The casting meeting is held after all auditions have been completed.  Since this is a volunteer organization, and we don’t have full time employees it takes some time before we are able to meet.  You can expect to hear about casting within 3-4 weeks of auditions.

Why is there delay in auditions and when the cast list is announced?
We do our best to get the cast list out as soon as possible but sometimes it can take longer.  Since this is a volunteer organization, and we don’t have full time employees it takes some time before we are able to meet.  Sometimes we are still finishing another show while auditions for the next show take place.  

Who is in the room during auditions?
We have open auditions so parents and family members are welcome to watch auditions, although sometimes performers feel more comfortable if their parents are not present (we have a room in which parents can wait).

Do you have callbacks?
We do our best not to need callbacks.  We video each audition and take pictures so we can go back and review if necessary.  On rare occasion if you are needed for a callback you will be contacted.

General Information FAQ’s:

How much money can I expect this commitment to cost me?
There is no fee to be a part of a FCCT production, although you may need to purchase costume items (we usually recommend just buying things at local thrift stores).  Other potential costs may include show t-shirt/hoodie, photographs, cast party, and donations of candy, baked goods and batteries.

When are rehearsals and how often are they scheduled?
Rehearsals are typically scheduled Sunday night and one week night. There may be optional workshops or cast bonding added. Not all cast members may be scheduled to rehearse the entire practice, with the exception of Tech Week. Official rehearsal schedules will be distributed at the Parent Meeting.

What can I expect of rehearsals?
We attempt to keep the rehearsals organized and structured, but often with so many kids involved, it can seem noisy and raucous! We have open rehearsals so parents are always welcome to sit and watch the rehearsals, and also to offer an extra set of hands when needed.  Parents of performers 11 or younger must remain with their children. 

What if I have a conflict?
All known conflicts should be noted on the conflict sheet, which is provided with the audition packet. If you have a potential conflict during Tech Week or during a performance, you must let the director know immediately.

Who will my contact be if I have any questions about the production?
The parent coordinator will be your main point of contact. Followed by any board member, committee heads, or director.  If you have questions now, please email fcctheatre@gmail.com.

How am I expected to participate as a parent/guardian?
Volunteers are an essential part of our shows. They are depended upon to accomplish the production workload. Each family is strongly encouraged to volunteer at least 10 hours. There are several areas to volunteer your time.  All families are expected to help with moving to our performance space (usually one week before the performance) and with strike (tear down after the final performance).



French Creek Community Theatre’s
CONFLICT GUIDELINES:

It is very difficult to plan rehearsals without an accurate understanding of who is available at any given rehearsal. We know that our performers are often very busy and we encourage our kids to be well-rounded and active, but we also need to be aware of their obligations.  We try our best to be lenient but ask for communication in return.  With this in mind, we ask that you:
· Turn in planned and potential conflicts sheet at auditions (detach the bottom of this sheet). This helps us in casting and helps finalize our schedule.
· We strive to start rehearsals on time each night and it is difficult to do so when people arrive late.  If you know you will be late or must leave early for some rehearsals, please note this below. 
· If a conflict arises please fill out the excuse form online as soon as possible but at least 24 hours in advance.
· www.fcctheatre.wixsite.com/cast/calendar 
· In the case of an emergency or illness please contact the director and parent coordinator as soon as possible.  If you are sick – please stay home and rest, but let us know!
· Cast members who miss two or more rehearsals will need to meet with the director and/or a board member to discuss concerns and expectations.
· Each cast member is expected to be at every rehearsal during Tech Week and at all performances. (March 17th –24th).  If you know you may have a conflict, please discuss this with the director at the audition.
Planned Conflicts
(please detach and give the bottom half to the director)
Actors Name: __________________________________________________

Are there any days/dates that you KNOW you are unavailable for rehearsal (if you are unavailable for a performance, please speak with the director)?

Days __________________________________________________________________

Days __________________________________________________________________

Dates: _________________________________________________________________

Are you involved in any activities that MAY present a conflict, even if you do not know specific dates yet? (If conflict does arise, please feel out excuse form and let director know)

Activity: _________________________________________________________________

Activity: _________________________________________________________________

Activity: _________________________________________________________________

Audition Form
(please give this form to the director at Auditions)

Actor’s Name_____________________________________________ Age______________ Male _____ Female _____
	Yes
	No


Height____________ Hair Color________________ Are you willing to dye your hair or wear a wig? 

	I can’t read
	I can read, but cannot read music
	I can read and read music


Reading Ability (circle): 
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	Beginner
	Intermediate
	Advanced


Vocal Skill Level (circle):	

	Soprano
	Alto

	Tenor
	Bari

	Bass
	Don’t Know


Vocal Range *use charge below* (circle):  



Dance Movement Skills (circle)
	Ballet
	Hip Hop
	Jazz
	Gymnastics
	Tap
	Contemporary
	Ballroom
	Other:


Special Skills (circle)
	Stage Combat
	Juggling
	Acrobatics
	Circus
	Cheerleading
	Musical Instrument
	Other:



	Yes
	No


Have you been in previous FCCT Shows? 
Performance Experience
	

	

	

	


Part Selection
Do you have a specific part in mind that you would like? If you are not sure, or don’t care what part you get please put “any”.  If you want a specific type of part put “singing only / speaking only / dancing only” etc. If you ONLY want to be in the chorus, and DO NOT want a part please put “chorus”.  We will do our best to accommodate you.

	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice

	
	
	



	Yes
	No

	Yes
	No

	Yes
	No

	Yes
	No


Would you accept any role given to you?
Would you accept an ensemble role? 
Are you willing to play a double cast part? 
Would you play a role of the opposite sex? 

I give my permission to be videotaped (or to have my minor child videotaped) for purposes of audition and review of casting, and for advertisement of the organization.  If under the age of 18 please have a parent/guardian print, sign, and date. 
Name __________________________________ Signature _____________________________________ Date _________________

I give my permission to be photographed (or to have my minor child photographed) for purposes of audition and review of casting, and for advertisement of the organization.  If under the age of 18 please have a parent/guardian print, sign, and date. 
Name __________________________________ Signature _____________________________________ Date _________________

Contact/Medical Form
(please give this form to the Parent Coordinator at Auditions)

Actor’s Last Name: ____________________ Actor’s First Name: _____________________ Birthdate: __________
*please note, actors under the age of 12 need a parent or guardian present at all rehearsals*
Parent/Guardian’s Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________
Relationship(s): __________________________________________________________________________________
Parent Phone: __________________________________ Secondary Phone: _________________________________
Parent Email: _________________________________________ Secondary Email___________________________
(if applicable) Actor’s Phone: __________________________ Actors Email: ________________________________
Primary Doctor: __________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________________ Phone: ________________________________
Relationship: _____________________________________________
Potential medical or other conditions to note: (Do you take any medications? Are you diabetic? Asthmatic? Suffer from serious allergies? Do you suffer from any phobias we should be aware of?) _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

Volunteer Sign Up
(Please give this form to the Producers at Auditions)
Volunteers are an essential part of our shows, are the only way we can continue to make this a low-cost organization. We rely heavily on our wonderful parent base, but this would also be a perfect opportunity for adults or kids that need community service hours, are in vo-tech, or are looking for a hobby that doesn’t involve being on stage! We are always open to others outside with interests in things like:

Rehearsal Assistants – Help with lines/choreography/music. We usually rehearse up to 3 groups at once.
Set Construction – Build and paint set pieces. No experience required. 
Costuming – Create, organize, or assist with sewing projects and accessory construction.
Props – Create or gather required props from the provided props list. 
Greenroom Display – Create a welcoming display in lobby using rehearsal photos, etc.
Backstage Supervision – Assist with cast member preparations, such as costume and makeup, monitor behavior and noise control, meeting cues at the proper times. 

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________
Behind the Scenes Preference (circle any areas of interest)
	Management/Administrative
	Sewing/Costumes
	Set Building
	Set Painting
	Props

	Public Relations/Marketing
	Photography
	Choreography
	Music
	Other:



Show Preference (circle any areas of interest)
	Ticket Sales
	Candy Grams
	Chaperoning
	Stage Crew
	Tech Crew (Lights Sound/Spotlight)
	Other:





SCENE INFORMATION
Important Notes!
At the auditions we will have cold reads where you will read from chosen selections from the script. Your directors are looking for expression, creativity, preparedness, and a commanding speaking voice from the stage! Have fun with these! Don’t be afraid to try something different and act them out! Stage presence is key!

SINGING INFORMATION
Please choose one of these selections to sing at your audition. Pick a song you feel shows your range and fits
best with the character you are most interested in. You will sing with a vocal track. Please prepare the complete selections as indicated by part, however, the directors reserve the right to start, stop or repeat as desired. In addition, the music director may check for pitch and vocal range. If you are auditioning for more than one part, we may ask if you know any of the other selections if we wish to hear it.

What we are looking for:
● Energy and smiles
● Acting ability
● If you character has a funny voice, use it.
● ACTING, ACTING, ACTING!
● Connection and understanding of the words being sung
● Confidence!
● Did we mention acting yet?

What we do not want to hear:
● I just got the audition packet
● I’m sick today
● I haven’t practiced

Songs to Choose From:
Men:
● “Her Voice” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evuoVdfGZ20
Women:
● “Part of Your World” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNLxWRGB9P8
● “Poor Unfortunate Souls” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaGB9GOR7S4



We are LOOKING for ACTING skills EVERYONE’s Audition Song:
● In singing this song you are not just auditioning for the ensemble you are auditioning for
any and every role. 
● Try your best and actually practice this.
● As you learn the song, put actions to it, act, smile, and above all breathe.
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